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The Highway Code: Changes Made from 29th January 2022 

Unless you’ve recently passed your driving or motorcycle theory test, chances are it’s been a while 
since you checked up on the finer points of the Highway Code. Well, now’s your opportunity. The 
Highway Code has changed.  

Changes at a glance:  

• drivers of large passenger vehicles and HGVs now have ‘the greatest responsibility to 

reduce the danger posed to other road users’  

• drivers at a junction should give way to pedestrians crossing or waiting to cross a road that 

they’re turning into  

• drivers should give way to pedestrians waiting to cross a zebra crossing, and pedestrians 

and cyclists waiting to cross a parallel crossing  

• cyclists should give way to pedestrians that are using shared-use cycle tracks  

• drivers should not cut across cyclists going ahead when turning into or out of a junction or 

changing direction or lane  

• new ‘Dutch Reach’ technique tells road users how to open the door of their vehicle while 

looking over their shoulder 

The introduction section of The Highway Code has been updated to include 3 new rules about the 
new ‘hierarchy of road users’. 

 

Rule H1: Hierarchy of Road Users 

The ‘hierarchy of road users’ is a concept that places those road users most at risk in the event of a 
collision at the top of the hierarchy. Road users who can do the greatest harm (those driving large 
vehicles) have the greatest responsibility to reduce the danger they pose to other road users. 

The hierarchy does not remove the need for everyone to behave responsibly.  

Hierarchy of road users:  

1. Pedestrians  

2. Cyclists  

3. Horse riders  

4. Motorcyclists  

5. Cars/ taxis  

6. Vans/ minibuses  

7. Large passenger vehicles/heavy goods vehicles  

As can be seen, cyclists and horse riders will also have a responsibility to reduce danger to 
pedestrians.  
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Rule H2: Clearer and Stronger Priorities for Pedestrians  

 

Rule H2: Wait for the pedestrian to cross the junction before turning. This applies if you are turning 
right or left into the junction 

 

This rule is aimed at drivers, motorists, horse riders and cyclists.  

 

At a junction you should give way to pedestrians crossing or waiting to cross a road into which or 
from which you are turning. 

You MUST give way to pedestrians on a zebra crossing and to pedestrians and cyclists on a 
parallel crossing. 

Pedestrians have priority when on a zebra crossing, on a parallel crossing or at light-controlled 
crossings when they have a green signal. 

You should give way to pedestrians waiting to cross a zebra crossing and to pedestrians and 
cyclists waiting to cross a parallel crossing. 

Meanwhile, cyclists should give way to pedestrians on shared-use cycle tracks and are reminded 
that only pedestrians (including those using wheelchairs and mobility scooters) can use the 
pavement.  

Pedestrians are allowed to use cycle tracks unless there’s a road sign nearby that says doing so is 
prohibited. 
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Rule H3: Rule for Drivers and Motorcyclists  

 

Rule H3: Wait for the cyclist to pass the junction before turning. This also applies if there is a cycle lane or 
cycle track and if you are turning right or left into the junction. 

 

You should not cut across cyclists, horse riders or horse drawn vehicles going ahead when you are 
turning into or out of a junction or changing direction or lane, just as you would not turn across the 
path of another motor vehicle. This applies whether they are using a cycle lane, a cycle track, or 
riding ahead on the road and you should give way to them. 

Do not turn at a junction if to do so would cause the cyclist, horse rider or horse drawn vehicle going 
straight ahead to stop or swerve. 

 

You should stop and wait for a safe gap in the flow of cyclists if necessary. This includes when 
cyclists are: 

• approaching, passing or moving off from a junction 

• moving past or waiting alongside stationary or slow-moving traffic 

• travelling around a roundabout 
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In addition to the above new rules, you should be aware of the following changes: 

Overtaking when Driving or Cycling 

 

 

You may cross a double-white line if necessary (provided the road is clear) to overtake someone 
cycling or riding a horse if they are travelling at 10 mph or less 

The guidance has been updated on safe passing distances and speeds for people driving or riding a 
motorcycle when overtaking vulnerable road users.  

Give motorcyclists, cyclists and horse riders and horse drawn vehicles at least as much room as you 
would when overtaking a car. As a guide: 

• leave at least 1.5 metres when overtaking people cycling at speeds of up to 30mph, and give 

them more space when overtaking at higher speeds 

• pass people riding horses or driving horse-drawn vehicles at speeds under 10 mph and 

allowing at least 2 metres of space 

• allow at least 2 metres of space and keeping to a low speed when passing people walking in 

the road (for example, where there’s no pavement) 

• take extra care and give more space when overtaking motorcyclists, cyclists, horse riders, 

horse drawn vehicles and pedestrians in bad weather (including high winds) and at night 

Wait behind them and do not overtake if it’s unsafe or not possible to meet these clearances. 
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People cycling, riding a horse and driving horse-drawn vehicles on 

roundabouts 

 

 

The code has been updated to clarify that people driving or riding a motorcycle should give priority 
to people cycling on roundabouts. 

Stay behind if you are following a cyclist approaching a roundabout or junction, and you intend to 
turn left. Do not cut across cyclists going ahead, including those using cycle lanes and cycle tracks 

Stay behind if you are following a horse rider or horse drawn vehicle approaching a roundabout or 
junction, and you intend to turn left. Do not cut across a horse rider or horse drawn vehicle going 
ahead 

You should give priority to cyclists on the roundabout. They will be travelling more slowly than 
motorised traffic. Give them plenty of room and do not attempt to overtake them within their lane. 
Allow them to move across your path as they travel around the roundabout. 

You should take extra care when entering a roundabout to make sure that you do not cut across 
people cycling, riding a horse or driving a horse-drawn vehicle who are continuing around the 
roundabout in the left-hand lane. 
 

The “Dutch Reach”  

The ‘Waiting and parking’ section of The Highway Code has also been updated to describe the 
‘Dutch Reach’.  

This states that, where you can do so, you should open the door using your hand on the opposite 
side to the door you are opening. For example, use your left hand to open a door on your right-hand 
side. This naturally makes you turn your head to look over your shoulder. 
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You are then less likely to cause injury to: 

• people cycling or riding a motorcycle passing on the road 

• people on the pavement 

Using an Electric Vehicle Charge Point 

 

Guidance has been introduced for using electrical charging points 

When using one, you should: 

• park close to the charge point and avoid creating a trip hazard for pedestrians from trailing 

cables 

• display a warning sign if you can 

• after using the charge point, you should return charging cables and connectors neatly to 

minimise the danger to pedestrians and avoid creating an obstacle for other road users 

 

Are these Rules Legally Enforceable? 
 
While some of the rules are legal requirements (and you’re committing a criminal offence if you 
disobey them), many simply serve as guidance. 

In The Highway Code, you’ll see some rules include ‘must’ or ‘must not’ – these rules are supported 
by existing laws. For example:  

• You must give way to pedestrians on a zebra crossing, and pedestrians and cyclists on a 
parallel crossing  

Those that include ‘should’ or ‘should not’ are only guidance and not supported by existing laws 
but may be used in evidence to establish liability. For example:  

• You should give way to pedestrians waiting to cross a zebra crossing 

 

References: 

You can read the full updated version of The Highway Code, free of charge, available on GOV.UK 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/the-highway-code

